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Welcome to NYMetro! 
On behalf of the Ascend New York Metro Chapter, we wish everyone a great spring season ahead! We look 
forward to new and familiar members alike to join us at the exciting events we have lined up this season.  Stay 
up to date on the latest programming and connect with new friends by following us on social media. 

CONNECT  ›  INSPIRE  ›  ASCEND 

Upcoming Events 
 
Inspiring Across Generations (IAG) 
Date: May, 2015 
Event Details: Stay tuned, coming soon! 
  
Student Mentoring Program - Mock Interview 
Date: April 18, 2015           Location: PwC 
  
Student Mentoring Program Kick-off 
Date: June 6, 2015             Location: TBD 
  
Ascend 10th Annual National Convention 
Date: August 29-31, 2015 Location: Hilton NY 
 
Volunteer: get involved at any of these events! 

Bring back the Knowledge 
 
PwC and Ascend co-sponsored a unique networking 
session and talk show experience with three special 
guest speakers who attended the 2014 Ascend 
National Convention and shared their insight with 
over 100 attendees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jason Gong - Director, Diversity, 
Prudential Financial  

Kelly Chow - VP, Corp Responsibility, 
New York Life 

Priya Suresh - Senior Associate, 
Advisory, PwC 
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Ascend Celebrates Lunar New Year! 
 
In celebration of the Lunar New Year, volunteers of the Ascend NY 
chapter attended a fun and educational exhibition for Chinese 
American: Exclusion/Inclusion, which explored the question, “What 
does it mean to be an American?” A woman whose family’s 
immigration story was featured in the exhibit conducted a special 
tour and connected with the visitors. Many of our own members 
who are first- or second-generation Americans personally related to 
the story of starting fresh and patiently building their own success 
in the face of obstacles.  The volunteers had a great time learning at 
the exhibit and sharing stories at dinner afterwards.  If you have not 
done so yet, visit the exhibit through April 19th, 2015 at the New 
York Historical Society and tweet us your thoughts @AscendLeader!  
 

www.nyhistory.org/exhibitions/chinese
american 
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Volunteer Spotlight 
 
Joseph Fong is a staff accountant in the Financial 
Services Organization (FSO) Assurance practice at 
Ernst & Young based in New York and graduated 
from Rutgers University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In college, I was attracted by events organized by the 
Ascend chapter on campus. The most memorable 
event was the Ascend National Convention in 
Chicago in the summer of 2012. I was sponsored by 
Ernst & Young to join the Convention as an intern 
and it was a great event where I had a chance to 
meet different professionals from across the nation.  
 
Giving back to the community has always been my 
desire. As an international student who was born 
and raised in Hong Kong, I did not imagine I could 
work in the states when I pursued my education. 
Ascend has given me a lot of opportunities to lead 
me to where I am today.  
 
If you are a student with a full-time job secured, I 
recommend you to take some of your school time to 
give back to the students in need and volunteer for a 
cause that interests you. If you are a professional, I 
highly recommend you to get more involved in your 
community and surround yourself with people with 
similar interest. Do not hesitate to reach out to the 
organizer of the event to offer help. Your time and 
commitment will make a difference to the people 
around you and positively impact the next 
generation.  
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Thanks to  
our 

Sponsors 

From our family to yours, wishing 
you a Happy and Successful 

Year 

of the 

GOAT 

Become a mentor with Ascend 
 
The Ascend NY Metro Student Mentoring Program is 
a 12-month program that offers one-on-one 
mentoring, a relationship where the mentors (you!) 
help the mentees (students) develop successful 
strategies in their professional or personal lives. You 
may share personal experiences and insights that 
add perspective and ask powerful questions to open 
up possibilities and challenge their thinking.  
 
If you are interested in mentoring a student or would 
like to attend the Mock Interview Session, please 
email AscendNYMStudentMentoring@gmail.com.  
 
Have an experience to share? Email or tweet us! 
 

Announcing AARP TaxAide Partnership 
 
Ascend has partnered with AARP TaxAide  to provide 
free, individualized tax preparation for low-to 
moderate-income taxpayers, especially those 60 and 
older, at more than 5,000 locations nationwide.  Ways 
to get involved: 
• Share the service with friends, family, and business 

partners who can benefit. 
• Ascend will bring volunteers together to help at a 

TaxAide site in NYMetro area.  Contact us to get 
involved. 

• Visit ascendleadership.org and click on the AARP 
TaxAide banner to learn more. 
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