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Hi Friends, 
 
Fall has officially arrived. I'm sure your summer was filled with some amazing 
memories with friends and family. Hopefully, some of those memories also 
included attending an Ascend event. In July, we volunteered to help make sure 
hundreds of children who are homeless start the school year better off. We also 
caught up with Randy Spelling, life coach and author of Unlimiting You. Spelling 
is the son of the late Aaron Spelling, Hollywood iconic producer. I had the 
pleasure of personally meeting each of you at that event. In August, we brushed 
up on our networking skills with our speed mentoring event. Thank you for your 
support of Ascend.  
  
Join us for our upcoming gala to reflect on the year and in looking ahead to 
2016. Our keynote speaker is four-time Emmy nominated producer of CBS's 
The Talk Marc Anthony Nicholas. He'll talk about following your passion. 
http://www.ascendleadership.org/events/event_details.asp?id=595239 
  

See you soon! 
  
Regards, 
Maureen Francisco 
Ascend Seattle Chapter President 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
Ascend Annual Gala  

 
Event:  Follow Your Passion;  Seattle Ascend 2015 Gala 
Date/Time:  Saturday, October 24th, from 6:30 - 8:30PM 
Speaker:  Marc Anthony Nicholas, Lifestyle Network, On Your Marc 
Location:  Meydenbauer Center  (11100 NE 6th St, Bellevue, WA 98004) 
 
Event Details: Marc Anthony Nicholas is one of the producers of CBS's The 
Talk. As a Filipino American, he came from humble beginnings. He became a 
pharmacist to appease his parents, but his heart was not into it. His managers 
at the pharmacy would tell him to be less entertaining to the customers. He 
realized that wasn't him. So he followed his dreams and wanted to make people 
smile for a living. Now he has the #1 talk show on the Lifestyle Network, On 
Your Marc. Enjoy his passion discovery along with lots of musical entertainment 
and premier networking! You don’t want to miss it! Click here to register 
 

Ascend Highlights 
 
Randy Spelling: Unlimiting You 

 
Thank you for attending the 
Unlimiting You event with 
keynote speaker Randy 
Spelling, a life coach and 
author. Randy talked about 
being raised in a Hollywood 
family and trying to find his 
true calling. He learned his 
passion is helping others.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Randy shared ways with how 
people can uncover their 
potential. It could be as 
simple as asking questions. 
What makes your heart 
sing? What skills can you 
share with the world?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To purchase a copy of Randy Spelling's book, go to this website: 

http://www.unlimitingyou.com/ 
Thank you World Trade Center for co-sponsoring the event with Ascend. 

Photo credit Jerry & Lois Photography. jerryandlois.com. 
 
 
 Annual Speed Mentoring, Sponsored by KPMG & Ascend 

 
On Thursday, August 
20th, KPMG sponsored 
Ascend’s summer event 
of 2015 – “Speed 
Mentoring”. The purpose 
of this event held in the 
KPMG Seattle office was 
to facilitate the creation of 
mentorship and personal-
level relationships. This 
event also provided its 
attendees (over 65 
professionals from 17 
companies with diverse 

professional 
backgrounds) an 
opportunity to connect 
one-on-one with each 
other. 

 
In addition to networking, 
attendees were provided 
useful material to take with 
them, list of sample 
questions to ask a 
mentor/mentee or a 
potential mentor/mentee, 
as well as practical tips on 
developing and 
maintaining a successful 
mentoring relationship. 
Consistent with the 
previous annual Speed 
Mentoring event, the 
attendees indicated that 
the event was not only fun 
but also meaningful.  
 
Mentorship is beneficial in 
fostering personalized feedback and encouragement in and outside the workplace. In 
addition to enhancing knowledge, skills, and perspectives, having a mentor can give a 

young professional access 
to practical resources or 
advice that could take 
years to gain. KPMG and 
Ascend make continuous 
effort in fostering a 
mentoring culture. Stay 
tuned for our next event!  

Membership Highlight! 
 
Meet Diana Nguyen.    
What is your professional background? 

Diana is currently a Senior Finance 
Manager at Microsoft in the Operations 
Finance group serving as the OEM Global 
Controls and Compliance Lead. She has 
had significant experience in financial 
analysis, internal audit and compliance. 
Her most recent work experience before 
joining Microsoft was with RealNetworks, 
where she served as the External 
Reporting Manager, following her roles as 
a Financial Planning & Analysis Manager 
and an Internal Audit Manager.  Prior to 
RealNetworks, Diana was a senior 
consultant in the Enterprise Risk Services 
group at Deloitte. 
 

How long have you been a member of Ascend?  
Since the Seattle chapter was established in 2009, 6 years ago. Diana is one of the 
founding board members! 
 

Why did you join Ascend? 
To network, to mentor, to learn and build upon my professional development.  
 

What has Ascend been able to do for you? 
 Ascend has given me the opportunity to meet so many different people at various 
professional levels. I have actually met some of my dearest friends through 
Ascend. It has given me the opportunity to mentor and give back to the community. 
The Ascend events I’ve attended have given me the motivation and inspiration to 
excel in my career.   
 

What advice do you have for other members of Ascend? 
Make the effort to attend as many events as you can especially if you are working 
at a company that is paying for your membership, take advantage of the benefit 
given to you. Put yourself out there to meet and really connect with those around 
you. Don’t be afraid to ask for what you want, the answer is always no until you ask 
whether for a job opportunity, a mentor, leadership opportunities etc.  
 

Is there anything else you would like to share? 
   My motto: Live, Love, Laugh, Learn & Repeat.  
 
 

Ascend Membership 
Contribute to the success of Pan-Asian leadership! 

 
Ascend is the largest, non-profit Pan-Asian organization for business professionals in 
North America. Established in 2005, Ascend has grown to serve its members and 
corporations across various professions and across multiple industries. Ascend reaches 
60,000 people with 34 student chapters and 17 professional chapters located in both the 
United States and Canada around major business hubs and educational institutions. We 
want to remind  everyone about  telling  others  to join Ascend.  Your membership is 
very important to the health  of our Seattle  chapter and enable  us to continue 
having  meaningful events  to break  through the “bamboo ceiling”. 

 
If you are interested in learning about  how to get more involved as a member, 
become a member, or simply  find out more about  the organization, click here.   

Feel free to also contact our Membership Chair Audrey Hara 
(ahara25@gmail.com) to find out more. 

 
Professional Membership is $125/year 

Student Membership is $25/year 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

SSppeecciiaall  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  oouurr  SSppoonnssoorrss  

Participants from 17 different firms with 
diverse background enjoyed robust one-
on-one conversations. 

Participants were given 7 minutes to talk 
with each other before they rotated to the 
next person. 

The proud group of KPMG professionals 
who contributed to the success of this 
event. 
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