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Hi Friends, 
 
Thank you so much for attending our annual Ascend gala. Marc Anthony Nicolas’s message 
“Follow your Passion” resonated with many.  Here are some messages we received about 
the event:  

“What a night to remember. Keynote speaker Marc Anthony Nicolas shared a powerful 
message and moving speech.” 

“Thank you for an amazing time on Saturday.” 
“What an inspiring speaker!” 

“It was an absolute honor to meet Marc.” 
 

If you missed it, here’s a link to the pictures courtesy of Justin Hebert Photography and an 
article of his life story.  
We also recognized the following former and current board members for their years of 
service with Ascend. They are part of the Hall of Fame.  
 
 

 Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family! 
 Best, 
 Maureen Francisco 
 Ascend Seattle Chapter President 
 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Event:  Adopt-A-Family Elves- Volunteering 
Date/Time:  Saturday, December 12, 2015, from 2:00-4:00 PM 
Location:  300 8th Ave N Seattle, WA 98109 
 
Event Details: The winter season can be especially difficult for families 
living in poverty. It can be easy for parents feel pressure to create a festive 
atmosphere while struggling to meet basic needs. The YWCA Adopt-a-
Family program helps bridge the gap — it's a fun and meaningful way to get 
into the holiday spirit while helping families in need. Families are adopted by 
generous donors who purchase gifts for each child. Donors then drop all the 
gifts off during our designated drop-off dates and times. Come volunteer as 
Adopt-A-Family Elves, to act as YWCA ambassadors and enthusiastically 
accept holiday donations in an organized and safe manner. You will assist 
donors in bringing gifts from cars to the gift room as needed. You will be 
trained on YWCA procedures to enthusiastically check-in donations, thank 
donors, and organize donations by destination location.  
 
Event Details: 
• The shift begins with training on purpose, proper lifting, and YWCA 

procedures for accepting donations 
• Volunteers can check-in anytime with the Lead Holiday Donation Helper 

or YWCA supervisor 
• Snacks and water will be provided 
  
Requirements: 
• Minimum age is 12 years old (If under 18, you must be accompanied by 

an adult.) 
• Willingness to commit to entire shift 
• Comfortable with frequent bending and lifting of 10-25 lbs. 
• Organized and outgoing 
• Volunteer must comfortable with greeting and thanking people  
• Ability to be calm and upbeat in busy, hectic situations that can occur 

during drop-offs 
• Ability to follow YWCA procedures and work as a team 

 
What to Wear: 
• Close-toed, flat comfortable shoes that provide safe footing on wet and 

dry surfaces are strongly recommended 
• Festive holiday attire encouraged 
• Be sure to dress warmly! We are going to be working both indoors and 

outdoors. 

 
In the Area  

 
Event:  Beauty | Brand | Believe Expo 
Date/Time:  Saturday, January 30th, from 6:30 - 8:00PM 
Location:  Meydenbauer Center  (11100 NE 6th St, Bellevue, WA 98004) 
 
Event Details: 
Mark your calendar as we team up with Pageants NW for a special event. 
You are all invited to the Beauty |Brand |Believe Expo on January 30, 2016 
in Redmond, WA. Meet Miss USA 2014 Nia Sanchez, Celebrity Designer 
Sherri Hill, NBC’s The Apprentice and former Ascend keynote speaker 
Alex Thomason and many more. As part of the Ascend community, there 
is an early-bird special of $99. You receive gifts from It Cosmetics, Skyline 
Socks and Sparking Ice. Register at BeautyBrandBelieve.com.  

 
Ascend Highlights 

 
Starbucks & KPMG: Fireside Chat with Brian Ugai on Recipes 
for Successful Leaders  
On Monday, November 2, 2015, KPMG and Starbucks co-sponsored the Fireside 
Chat with Brian Ugai event, to which invitations were extended to Ascend 
members. The purpose of this event held in the KPMG Seattle office was to allow 
participants to hear first-hand from Brian, Starbucks Vice President of Tax and 
Customs, on career advice.  

 
Approximately 70 attendees shared a precious time learning first-hand from Brian. 
The room was filled with energy, laughter, and great conversations.  
 
During the fireside chat, Brian shared his stories and career tips with the 
approximately 70 attendees from various companies. He emphasized on the 
importance of influencing and empowering others, continuing education, learning 
from diverse perspectives, effective communication, and active listening, etc. The 
event was well-received, and participants had nothing but positive comments on 
the meaningful discussion.  

 
Brian Ugai (right), keynote speaker of the event, and Felice Law (left), event 

moderator had a robust and meaningful chat on recipes for successful leaders. 

 
KPMG and Ascend will continue to seek opportunities to help professionals excel 

in their career. Stay tuned for our next event! 
 

Student Membership 
 
Meet our Student Members.    
The school year and student chapter activity kicked off this fall quarter at Seattle 
University and University of Washington towards the end of September. First off, 10 
students  from SU and UW began their school year by volunteering at Ascend 
Seattle’s Annual Gala. The event would not have been possible without their help. 
The spirit of giving the students exemplifies the drive they possess to be leaders. 
The same drive that has produced 8 events with topics ranging from a Resume & 
Cover Letter workshop to Navigating the American Culture: An Asian Perspective 
and exploring the H1B VISA as an International Student. While the events were 
conceived and executed by the students, they wouldn’t have been possible without 
the help of Professionals from Ascend, Boeing, Hitachi Consulting, KPMG, and 
more. A final social gathering with SU and Data Analytics workshop with Tableau at 
UW will close out the activities for the quarter as the students will begin preparing 
for their final exams.  

 
Looking forward to the 
Winter Quarter, SU and 
UW are planning to 
continue their tradition of 
hosting a mentorship 
program for the students 
to connect with 
professionals for some 
more personal insight into 
how life in the business 
world is for young 
professionals. In 
preparation, the students 
are beginning to send out 
emails for mentors to sign-up. If you’re interested in an opportunity to shape the 
career path of a young impressionable mind for the better, don’t hesitate to reach 
out at ascendsc@outlook.com!  
The latest information on Student Chapter activities that will kick off again in 
January, check out their website or follow their pages on Facebook!  
Seattle University | University of Washington 

 
Membership Highlight! 

 
Meet David Huynh.    

What is your professional background? 
While attending college at the University of 
Washington, I worked as the General 
Manager of a boutique hotel in Downtown 
Seattle called the Inn at Harbor Steps.  After 
nearly ten years with the company, I decided 
to put my Business Finance degree to use 
and started my career as a Financial Advisor 
Associate with Morgan Stanley.  I now work 
as a Private Client Investment Associate with 
J.P. Morgan Chase Bank. 

 
How long have you been a member of 

Ascend? 
 I have been a member of Ascend now for two years. 
 

Why did you join Ascend? 
I wanted to be more involved in my community and use the professional skills I've 
acquired to help others.  Ascend gave me the opportunity to do that.  
 

What has Ascend been able to do for you? 
Ascend has allowed me to experience first-hand how a non-profit organization 
operates.  It has also helped me develop valuable skills and knowledge in the area 
of planning, leadership, public speaking and philanthropy.  The friendships and 
connections I have made through Ascend have been invaluable.   
 

What advice do you have for other members of Ascend? 
Get involved.  Attend our events and meet other members.  We're all here to help 
each other succeed and will invest in your success.  
 

Is there anything else you would like to share? 
Everything we do is for the benefit of our members.  If there is an event you want to 
see or a project you would like to get involved with, inform a board member and 
we'll do our best to make it happen.  

 

Ascend Membership 
 

Interested in Ascend? 
 
We want to remind  everyone about  telling  others  to join Ascend.  Your 
membership is very important to the health  of our Seattle  chapter and enable  
us to continue having  meaningful events  to break  through the “bamboo 
ceiling”. 

 
If you are interested in learning about  how to get more involved as a member, 
become a member, or simply  find out more about  the organization, click here.   
Feel free to also contact our Membership Chair Audrey Hara 
(ahara25@gmail.com) to find out more. 

 
Professional Membership is $125/year 

Student Membership is $ 25/year 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Gold 
(Seven years): 

Silver 
(Five years): 

Emily Rollins  
Diana Nguyen 
 

Audrey Hara 
Maureen Francisco 
Rich Asiodche 
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